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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 138047 
ORIGIN NEA-11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 MCE-00 ACDA-12 OMB-01 
TRSE-00 EB-08 /082 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:BBODINE:SLB 
APPROVED BY NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 
EUR/WE:DOBBINS 
NEA/P:GSHERMAN 
NEA/EGY :DZWEIFEL 

031310 010226Z/12 

P 312206Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
INFO USLO RIYADH PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
SECDEF WASHDC 0417 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 138047 

DHAHRAN FOR USMTM 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:MILI, SA 

SUBJECT :PRESS REPORTS SAUDI PURCHASE OF FRENCH MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT 

1 . DEPARTMENT RECEIVING NUMEROUS INQUIRIES FROM PRESS AND 
CONGRESS ON OTHERWISE UNIDENTIFIED FRENCH PRESS REPORT 
OF SAUDI ARABIAN PURCHASE OF ONE HUNDRED MIRAGE AIRCRAFT, 

ONE HUNDRED HELICOPTERS AND NINE HUNDRED ARMED VEHICLES 
FROM FRANCE FOR THE ARAB ORGANIZATION FOR INDUSTRY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 138047 


2. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY LIGHT ADDRESSEES MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO SHED ON ABOVE REPORT WITHOUT APPROACH TO HOST GOVERN- 
MENT. WE ASSUME THIS MAY BE DISTORTION OF NEGOTIATIONS 
WHICH MAY BE TAKING PLACE FOLLOWING FREN CH-EGYPTIAN 
UMBRELLA AGREEMENT SIGNED DURING GAMASY PARIS VISIT. WE 
WOULD DISCOUNT. HOWEVER, POSSIBILITY OF ARAB PURCHASE 
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OF SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT FOR AOI SINCE PURPOSE OF 
UMBRELLA AGREEMENT WAS TO FOSTER FRENCH-AOI CO-PRODUCTION. 
CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, MILITARY EQUIPMENT, PROCUREMENT, PRESS COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 31 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 38047 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BBODINE:SLB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780228-0589 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978051 /aaaaaauo.tel 

Line Count: 65 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9f194693-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2505325 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESS REPORTS SAUDI PURCHASE OF FRENCH MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TAGS: M I LI , SOPN, SA, US 
To: PARIS JIDDA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9f1 94693-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



